FAIRMONT AREA SCHOOLS
VOCATIONAL EXPANSION
PROJECT REFERENDUM
VOTE: FEBRUARY 9, 2021

CHALLENGES

» Vocational and technical programs require additional space to increase learning opportunities
for students. | '

» More than 50 Fairmont area businesses have a significant need for skilled employees with
technical and vocational training.

» According to the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce and the State of Minnesota, Minnesota
will experience a shortage of nearly 239,000 workers involving every industry in all parts of
the state beginning in 2022. Even with employer-funded customized training, there aren’t
enough workers to fill these good-paying jobs. 2021 marks the first time that the population of *
Minnesotans over age 65 will exceed the school-age population.

SOLUTIONS

Provide additional space at the Fairmont Area High School for vocational programs that
increase students’ opportunities to receive job/career training forimmediate job opportunities
in the Fairmont area. :

» Attract and retain our own Fairmont talent for jobs. Preparing Fairmont area school students
to fill these good-paying jobs required by our Fairmont area employers, several with starting
wages over $50,000 per year and, right in our own back yard, is a win-win solution to help our
local employers attract and retain the skilled workers they need to compete.

WHY NOW?

The need is immediate for skilled workers in the Fairmont area.
Interest rates are at historical lows.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTION
SCHOOL BUILDING BONDS

Shall the board of Independent School District No. 2752 (Fairmont

Area Schools), Minnesota be authorized to issue general obligation

school building bonds in an amount not to exceed $6,730,000 for

acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities, including but

not limited to, a building expansion for vocational facilities?

BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING
FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE
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For a specific estimate of
your tax impact, visit the |
tax calculator page on
the District's website at
www.fairmont.k12.mn.us

* Figures provided by
Ehlers and assumes an
average per acre of land
and building of $5,000.
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